
Background on Intercept Surveys



● A one-page survey with 20 questions

● The survey is geared at understanding who trail users are:

○ Where they come from?

○ When they use the trail, how often and how long?

○ Do they spend money on the trail?

○ Demographics

○ Trail users favorite things or what could be improved

What is the survey?



Survey



Background and Goals of Surveying

● Developed based on the needs identified by local trail advocacy groups 
and recommendations from the National Bicycle and Pedestrian 
Documentation Project

● Survey has been updated through several pilots since 2015

● Main goal is to understand trail users at a particular location on a trail 



Background and Goals of Surveying II

● Data is collected by local volunteers and belongs to the local partner 
organizations

● Partner organizations provide their data to the Trail Census for inclusion 
in analysis which is reported on yearly



● We can't collect information from every single trail user, so we take a 
sample of users from the whole population

● Sampling schedule recommendations allow trail users groups to gain a 
better understanding of local trail users. 

Why do we survey?



● A way to generalize about all trail users in Connecticut

What Surveying Isn’t



● A way to understand the users on the full length of a given trail

What Surveying Isn’t II



● The Trail Census is not university research project 

● UConn staff and volunteers work in partnership 

● Program is foremost designed to produce information and insights for 
our communities. Research interests at UConn are secondary

What Trail Census Isn’t 



● Read more about background of survey 
and methods used to design the survey on 
our website. 

Methods



Any questions or comments email 
cttrailcensus@gmail.com

Thank you!


