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Learning Objectives:

Program Background 

Pilot Year Data Results 

Updates From This Year 

Examples of Data Utilization 

Evaluation Results



Program Mission:
Develop a better understanding of multi-use 
trail use by training volunteers to collect trail 

data in the state and by making this important 
data and supplementary public education 
programs available to trail user groups, 

administrators, government agencies, and the 
general public. 



16 Participating Trail Sites
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Torrington

*Hartford



Trail Use Count Data
➔ Infrared (IR) pedestrian 

counters
● Monitored & calibrated 

by volunteers



Calibrating the IR Counters: Manual Counts



Time spent conducting manual counts make 

a difference!



On this day last year...



Intercept 
Surveying

Photo: B. Amodio

Photo: B. Amodio

The East Hampton Air Line Trail 
volunteer team intercepting and 

surveying. This couple shared that 
they were using the trail while they 

visited all the way from MA! 

While trail users fill out the surveys, many 
volunteers report that they enjoy chatting 

about their shared interest: the trail!



Utilized a train-the-trainer model 

to engage 63 
community members

Counted
1,401,41

5
total uses 

across all trails

Connecticut Trail Census
Statewide multi-use trail user study

Pilot Year 2017 Results

 who invested a total of 818 
recorded hours into the 
program. 



Utilized a train-the-trainer model 

to engage 63 
community members

Intercepted & 
surveyed1,003

trail users on 11 of the 15 
trails.

Connecticut Trail Census
Statewide multi-use trail user study

Pilot Year 2017 Results

 who invested a total of 818 
recorded hours into the 
program. 



Impressive number of simultaneous 
surveying going on here!

Team of CTTC trail site volunteers with their 
coordinators heading to the survey location. 

Volunteers involved in surveying trail 
users contributed to a grand total of 

34 survey trips in 4 

months!



 Results 2017 survey data

CT statewide 
gender statistics: 
48.8% male, 
51.2% female



Of the 983 
respondents: 
48.5% 
travelled 
alone, but 
30.5% 
carpooled
!

Responden
ts 
represented 
165 
unique zip 
codes !



Hop River Trail Vernon
n=171

Naugatuck River Greenway
n=160

Community comparisons

Respondent’s Home Zip Codes

23 Unique 
Zip Codes

30 Unique 
Zip Codes



Shoreline Greenway
n=112

Community comparisons

Respondent’s Home Zip Codes

Hop River Trail Bolton
n=126

42 Unique 
Zip Codes

33 Unique 
Zip Codes



Program Update: Second Year 

Current total uses: 618,062
 January 1 – June 24, 2018



Updated Survey Tool



Program Update: Second Year

Current total surveys received: 
893

- As of October 16th, 2018 -



What people are saying…
Results of an evaluation survey distributed Sept. 2018

Responses to the statement:

“Participation in the Trail Census is valuable for our community”
- overwhelmingly positive 
- 88.2% of respondents agreeing or strongly agreeing.

“Volunteer investment in this program is worth what we receive in 
return” 

- 47.06% strongly agree
- 41.18% agree



Thoughts about the program…
Results of an evaluation survey distributed Sept. 2018

“It is important when promoting the trails, especially the building/ improvement of 
them, that we have statistics supporting their use [and] to counter the "I never 
see anyone using the trails" argument.”

“[I enjoyed] talking to people about their experiences on our trails, the different 
types of wildlife that people have seen or found signs of and seeing how far they 
have come to walk our trails.”

“Have provided data to Mayor and Town Administrator [who] put together a 
press release about our local trail system.”



Data Utilization
as reported in evaluation survey distributed Sept. 2018

“Our trail is already developed. However we 
use the data to continue to build support.”

“Used [CTTC trail use data] as part of town’s 
Branding Committee efforts to get 
more/better access to downtown from the 
trails.”

“We are using data to prove need for a 
port-a-potty in this area.”



Visit us on the web: Cttrailcensus.uconn.edu
Questions? Reach me at cttrailcensus@gmail.com

Thank you:
• For your interest!
• To our dedicated 

volunteer teams
• Volunteer Trail Site 

Coordinators
• Program supporters
• CTTC Steering 

Committee
• Laura Brown
• Aaron Budris
• Ryan Faulkner
• Emily Wilson


