Connecticut Trail Census
Multi-Use Trail User Data Collection Program
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Objectives

Program background

Data collection methods and
preliminary results

How to access the data

How this data may be used
The future of the Census

How to get involved
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Naugatuck River Greenway
Larkin State Bridle Trail
Middlebury Greenway
Norwalk River Valley Trail
Shoreline Greenway Trail
Still River Greenway
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CTFastrak Trail
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Data Collection Method #1: Intercept Surveys

Survey Respondent Demographics

Survey Respondent Use Data

Select a Trail Location

Age of Respondent
n=493

AGE
22 I
16.84%
25 I
o5+ I
5« [ "

% of Total

Observed Gender of Respondent
n=504

Gender

55-64
12.78%

o574 [ -,
75 or over .

0% 5% 10% 15% 20% 25% 30%
% of Total Number of Records

% of Tptal Number of Re..

How Respondents Got to the Trail
n=497

8.05%

Bicycle

2.41%
—
Run/ Jog Other

EarlMotorcycleCarlMutorcycie Walked

(alone) (with someon..

0.60%

0.20%

Public Transit
(Bus/ Train)

Primary Activity

Race of Respondent
n= 482

Race

e [ 353
5.36%
Other I 27

Asian I 3'?;%
Black or African American |

0.40%

White,Other \ 5
White,Pacific Islander |

0.20%

|White,Black or African Amer.. ‘ 1

White,Black or African
American

American Indian ‘ 5

0% 50% 100%

Female % of Total Number of Records

n=485

16.49% 14.43%
80 70

Bike Run/jog

Frequency of Use

6.79%

Daily

3-5times/ week  1-2 times/ week 2-4 times/ month First time

1-2 times/ year




Survey Results
Economic Question Responses

or services related to trail use? Include gear, Average Spe I"I d i ng By CategO l'y

clothing, equipment rental, repairs, auto

accessories, etc.
On this trip to the trail, have you spent or do
B Beverages M Snacks E Meals

you plan to spend any money?
Yes
O no

If yes, how much will you spend on the
following in whole dollars during this trip
to the trail (If nothing write "0"):

Beverages
Snacks (energy bars, etc) $
Meals at a restaurant
Gas

Retail (gifts, clothing, etc)
Equipment rental
Lodging

Nearby activities
(recreation/ amusements) $
Other

L7 RV Y 7 7

o

Spendinng in Dollars
O = N W b U OO N

Average Spending Per Year $210.61 — MR A

m Logding m Nearby Activities ® Other

Percent Spending On This Visit 20% Beverages Snacks Meals Gas  Retail Lodging Equipment Nearby  Other
Rental Activities

Average Spending Per Visit $5.52 $3.42 | $1.95 $6.64 ‘ $6.77 | $1.74 0




Survey Results
What is your favorite thing about this trail?

traffic
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Survey Results
What could be improved about this trail?

dog

l water . 2" owners .
along none keep back

bikes

dropping control better sting  bags prapes?
Stop ga r age upkeep PerfECt walking road = sngnage compiec

Inghts way anything lots Lighting
spray port-a-potties - "
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Data Collection Method #2: Infrared (IR) Counters




Data Calibration:
Manual Counts

Connecticut Trail Census Manual Count Form

Location  SAMPNE T WL | Alltimes Eastern Daylight Saving (www.time.gov).
- | Record multiples passing counter simultaneously on the same line.
RIS I1IT | Recordstrollers, skateboards, wheelchairs, etc. as "other”,
Time Start (A (0 | Record activity in comments - jogging, walking dog, etc.
Time End Oy | Send completed forms to:
Weather | Aaron Budris, NVCOG, 49 Leavenworth St, 3rd Floor Waterbury, CT 06702

Bike  Other - Comment: 5 me ' -Ped: Bike Other Comment




Data Calibration:
Comparing Manual Counts to IR Data

Sample Trail

AR z < =TiE SR |f [ SRR S
A 5 / ki ol [ 20 = 25

Time ' 10:00AM 12:00PM  2:00PM 10:00 AM © 11:00 AM \10:00 AN/ 5:00 PM 12:00 PM | & 10:00 AM
Manual Ped 3 6 9 22 3 29 21 9

Manual Bike | ‘ 0 | 8 ' 12 3
Manual Other ‘ 1 ' 2 . 2 0
Manual Total _ | 10 | 32 4 43 24
IR Count ! 30 34 21

1.14 A5 1.25 113

Adjust Facto(v 1.172413793

‘Mode Share Ped | 78%
Bike | 19%
Other 4%
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. UCONN CLEAR Interactive Website Development

[.aunch Website
Preview



http://clear.uconn.edu/projects/ct_trail_census/test_tableau.htm
http://clear.uconn.edu/projects/ct_trail_census/test_tableau.htm

Program Impact:
How This Data May be Used

Improve trails and amenities
Raise funds

Show trends over time
Research opportunities
Build partnerships

Engage the community
Advocate for trails

And more.




Looking Forward:
The Future of CT Trail Census

Wrapping up this year of data
collection

Program improvement
Exploring funding options

Developing the program into a self
sustaining volunteer based data
collection program with annual
benchmarking to understand how
trail use changes over time.




Get Engaged!

How to Get Involved with the Census

e Visit our website to sign up for
our newsletter
o CTTrailCensus.uconn.edu

e “Like” our page on Facebook
@CTTrailCensus for updates

e Reach out to me if you would
like to volunteer next year




Thank you!

Kristina Kelly

CT Trail Census Statewide Coordinator
CTTrailCensus@gmail.com




