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Pilot funded by DEEP Rec Trails grant

12 trails selected to participate 
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G O A L S

D E V E L O P  A  B E T T E R
U N D E R S T A N D I N G  O F  M U L T I - U S E
T R A I L  U S E  I N  T H E  S T A T E  A N D  T O
M A K E  T H I S  I M P O R T A N T
I N F O R M A T I O N  A V A I L A B L E  T O  T R A I L
U S E R  G R O U P S ,  A D M I N I S T R A T O R S ,
G O V E R N M E N T  A G E N C I E S ,  A N D  T H E
G E N E R A L  P U B L I C .    
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Understand when, who, how, and

why people use multi-use trails.

Use state data to educate trail

user groups, administrators, state

and local government agencies,

and the general public about trails

and their impacts

MULT I ‐YEAR

VOLUNTEER ‐BASED

STATEWIDE  

Obtain multi-year information about

trail use, user demographics,

economic impacts, and trail

amenities for identification of

patterns and trends

Promote active community

participation in monitoring

Encourage data informed trail

building and maintenance

programs.

Justin Weekes / Record­Journal
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T I M E L I N E

Volunteer

training 

  Oct  Nov   Dec   Jan   Feb   March   Ap   May   June   July   Aug   Sept   Oct   Nov  Dec

Survey data

collection

2016                                     2017

Survey data

collection

Count data collected

Counters installed

Counter training

Count data collected 

 Trail sites selected ­­­­­­­­­­­­­­­­­­­­­­­­­­­­­Data analysis ­­­­­­­­­­­­­­­­­­ Evaluation



T R A I L  L O C A T I O N S



Will count number of trail uses per hour

24 / 7 / 365 

12 COUNTERS

W h a t  W i l l  B e
C o l l e c t e d ?

IR COUNTERS

Hourly, Daily, Weekly, Monthly, Seasonal

Impact of Weather

Event Impacts

USE PATTERNS

Stone vs. Paved

Is winter maintenance worth it?

Before and after improvements

Recreation vs. Transportation

COMPARISONS



I N F R A R E D  T R A I L  C O U N T E R S



Municipal Permission

Notification of Parks/ Public Works

In Person Training and Install Assistance

INSTALLATION

T r a i l  C o o r d i n a t o r
R e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s

IR COUNTERS

Occasional checks (2-weeks)

Is it Working?

Any Tampering of Vandalism?

MONITORING

Two Hour Counts of Actual Trail Users

For Counter Calibration

Once Or Twice/ Quarter

MANUAL COUNTS



Zip code, Age, Income,

Level of health

ABOUT USERS

Amount spent during visit 

SPENDING DATA

W h a t  W i l l  b e
 C o l l e c t e d ?

Mode of transport to the trail

Primary activity

 Frequency of use

Seasonal use

Primary purpose for use

ABOUT USE

IMPROVEMENTS

SURVEYS

What do people want?
http://blog.bhhsneproperties.com/
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Ensuring  3 volunteers available for
each data collection time

Notification of Parks/ Public Works
I

VOLUNTEER RECRUITMENT

T r a i l  C o o r d i n a t o r
R e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s

INTERCEPT SURVEYS

Ensure volunteers participate in methods training
Track volunteer hours

VOLUNTEER MANAGEMENT

Make sure volunteers have survey box
Serve as local point of contact 
Ensure that paper surveys are

collected/handled appropriately

POINT OF CONTACT

Data collection weeks

May 13-21, 2017  
September 16-24, 2017

Based on volunteer
availability  

Two hours of data
collection on a weekday
(Tuesday, Wednesday or

Thursday) and
two hours of data

collection on a weekend
(Saturday) 



 Participants will learn:
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V O L U N T E E R  T R A I N I N G

Goals and purpose of the CT Trail Census, about data collection

methods, where to find more information about CT trails

Infrared Counter Management 
Logistics for the day of survey data collection
Standards for consent, confidentiality and information for participants
How to complete the observed data section of the survey
How to approach trail users ­ on foot, bicycle or horse
How to aid those who request assistance completing the survey
Checking surveys for completeness of data and tracking refusals
What to do with completed surveys
How the data will be used ­ how participants can access data
Tracking your volunteer hours (Track it Forward)



Training dates

W W W . C L E A R . U C O N N . E D U / P R O J E C T S / C T _ T R A I L _ C E N S U S

V O L U N T E E R  T R A I N I N G

Tuesday March 7, 2017, 4­6 pm
Tolland County Extension Center

24 Hyde Ave, Vernon, CT 06066

      Snow Date Tuesday March 14, 2017, 4­6 pm 

Wednesday, March 8, 2017, 6­8 pm
New Haven County Extension Center 

305 Skiff St, North Haven, CT 06473

        Snow date Wednesday March 15, 2017 6­8 pm

Saturday March 11, 2017, 9 am ­11 am 
New Haven County Extension Center

305 Skiff St, North Haven, CT 06473
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V O L U N T E E R  T R A C K I N G



To build awareness and partnerships
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H O W  W I L L  T H E  D A T A  B E  U S E D ?

..."to focus fundraising efforts, provide information on where

public awareness is strong and where more can be done, and

expand our partnership base.  Having valid information to

make strategic decision with will make our planning and

construction efforts more accurate and effective. "



To advocate for trails  
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H O W  W I L L  T H E  D A T A  B E  U S E D ?

"We feel that solid, specific evidence of the use and popularity

of this trail, rather than anecdotal material, will help us to make

a strong case for all the work we are doing to expand the

network of trails and to link them to trails in our surrounding

communities."



To make effective improvements
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H O W  W I L L  T H E  D A T A  B E  U S E D ?

"..to better the trail in these areas and add more user friendly

equipment such as bike pumps, bike racks and fitness centers."

   



To improve community planning efforts
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H O W  W I L L  T H E  D A T A  B E  U S E D ?

".. Development of an effective maintenance plan by identifying

short­term (yearly) and long­term tasks through forming

synergies with both local and state organizations. "

"This data will not only help other communities with planning for

their segments of the [trail], but will also be very helpful for

current economic development and transportation work being

done in [these communities]."

   



To engage young people
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H O W  W I L L  T H E  D A T A  B E  U S E D ?

"...the data will provide a unique "teachable moment" for

students in understanding the need for taking the public's

feedback and analyzing the feasibility of implementing those

suggestions with the current resources."



To support fundraising-grant efforts
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H O W  W I L L  T H E  D A T A  B E  U S E D ?

"...establish more credibility to our requests for resources

(funding and equipment)."   "We may be able to use the data in

our application for bike friendly status."
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H O W  W I L L  T H E  D A T A  B E  S H A R E D ?

www.clear.uconn.edu/projects/ct_trail_census/

http://www.clear.uconn.edu/projects/ct_trail_census/


L O N G  T E R M  P R O G R A M  V I S I O N
Self sufficient volunteer based data collection program

Annual benchmarking to understand how trail use changes over time

Data used for substantial statewide economic impact analysis

Research opportunities for comparison of trail users to the general population

More efficient use of existing resources

Better utilized and integrated trail systems

Improved economic opportunities and public health 
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CTVISIT.com



T H A N K   Y O U !
A A R O N  B U D R I S
S E N I O R  R E G I O N A L  P L A N N E R
N A U G A T U C K  V A L L E Y
C O U N C I L  O F  G O V E R N M E N T S
4 9  L E A V E N W O R T H  S T R E E T ,  3 R D  F L
W A T E R B U R Y  C T ,  0 6 7 0 2
T :  2 0 3 . 4 8 9 . 0 3 6 2    
E :  A B U D R I S @ N V C O G C T . O R G   
W :  W W W . N V C O G C T . O R G

W W W . C L E A R . U C O N N . E D U / P R O J E C T S / C T _ T R A I L _ C E N S U S

L A U R A  B R O W N
C O M M U N I T Y  &  E C O N O M I C  D E V E L O P M E N T
E D U C A T O R
U N I V E R S I T Y  O F  C O N N E C T I C U T  -   E X T E N S I O N
F A I R F I E L D  C O U N T Y  E X T E N S I O N  C E N T E R
6 7  S T O N Y  H I L L  R D ,  B E T H E L ,  C T  0 6 8 0 1 - 3 0 5 6
T :  2 0 3 . 2 0 7 . 0 0 6 3
E :  L A U R A . B R O W N @ U C O N N . E D U   
W :  C O M M U N I T I E S . E X T E N S I O N . U C O N N . E D U


